444 Hospital Way #300
Pocatello, ID 83201 ¢ (208) 236-6160

Brad Little, Governor
Jess Byrne, Director

November 4, 2024

Ms. Addie Jo Harris, Planner
planningtestimony@co.bingham.id.us
Bingham County Planning & Zoning
501 N. Maple #203

Blackfoot, ID 83221

Subject: Conditional Use Permit — Gravel Pit/Mining — Crushing/Excavation of Gravel Operation
in an “A” Agricultural and “A/NR” Agricultural/Natural Resources Zoning District — BJ
Livestock

Dear Ms. Harris:

The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has reviewed the subject document and
would like to offer the following comments:

Gravel Mining:
The applicant has submitted a Mining and Reclamation Plan to the Idaho Department
of Lands (IDL), which DEQ has reviewed. The applicant must adhere to the items in their
Mining and Reclamation Plan, in compliance with the Rules Governing Exploration and
Surface Mining In Idaho (IDAPA 20.03.02).

Additionally, the applicant must obtain a Multisector General Permit (MSGP) under the
Idaho Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (IPDES) Program, as required by the Rules
Regulating the Idaho Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Program (IDAPA 58.01.25).

DEQ’s best management practices for ground water protection at gravel mining sites are
attached.
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Air Quality:
Any business or industry (source) in Idaho that emits, or has the potential to emit,
pollutants into the air is required to have an air pollution control permit or exemption
from DEQ.

If a crusher and screening plant is located on the site, a PERF form must be submitted.
Keep in mind that PERF’s are required to be submitted to DEQ at least 10 days prior to
operation. DEQ Permit information can be found on the DEQ website:
www.deq.idaho.gov, or by contacting the DEQ Air Quality Permit Hotline 1-877-573-
7648.

The gravel pit will also be required to adhere to the Rules for Control of Fugitive Dust
(IDAPA 58.01.01.650 and 651). The requirements in Sections 650 and 651 are included
in the Air Quality section of the General Recommendations, which are also attached.

If you have questions or comments, please contact me at (208) 236-6160 or via email at
Allan.Johnson@deq.idaho.gov.

Sincerely,

Allan Johnson, P.E.
Regional Engineering Manager
DEQ Pocatello Regional Office

EDMS# 2024AGD6740

Attachments: Best Management Practices for Ground Water Protection at Gravel Mining
Sites
DEQ General Recommendations for Land Development Projects.

c: Katy Bergholm, Regional Administrator, DEQ Pocatello Regional Office
Nick Nielsen, Mining Project Coordinator, DEQ Pocatello Regional Office
Melissa Gibbs, Regional Air Quality Manager, DEQ Pocatello Regional Office
Roy Henson, IPDES Compliance Officer, DEQ Pocatello Regional Office
Tiffany Olsen, Bingham County Planning & Development Director
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Best Management Practices for Ground Water Protection at Gravel Mining Sites

The Ground Water Quality Rule, IDAPA 58.01.11, is administered by the Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ). Section 301.02 of the rule requires that DEQ ensure activities with the potential to
degrade General Resource aquifers shall be managed in a manner which maintains or improves existing
ground water quality through the use of best management practices and best practical methods to the
maximum extent practical. Section. 150.04 of the rule directs DEQ to coordinate with other agencies
when necessary to protect ground water. The Rules Governing Exploration and Surface Mining In Idaho,
IDAPA 20.03.02, are administered by the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL). Section 001.03 of these rules
requires all operators to comply with all applicable rules and regulations and laws of the state of Idaho.

DEQ and IDL have worked together to address the potential for ground water contamination from gravel
sources and developed a list of best management practices (BMPs). It is the responsibility of gravel mine
owner/operator to adopt BMPs, as appropriate, to ensure protection of the ground water. The following
are key issues that need to be addressed:

Reclamation

e Meet with IDL and DEQ prior to development of the final reclamation plan to discuss the
details of the plan. The plan should address final grading of slopes, details regarding
topsoil or suitable growth medium to be spread across the walls and floor for
reclamation, and revegetation. The type and quantities of seed, fertilizer, and mulch to
be applied to all disturbed areas should be specified and any plans for a seasonal
wetland to be created on the pit floor should be described.

e The plan should describe how mining activities will be conducted concurrently with
reclamation in order to maintain a minimal area of exposed gravels at any given time.
The plan should include methods of replacing topsoil on all disturbed lands during
reclamation, including land covered by water.

e The plan should specify that final reclamation activities will be completed within six (6)
months after termination of mining activities.

e Following final reclamation, it will be necessary for the owner/operator to cooperate
with DEQ and IDL in a joint inspection of the mining site. If the reclamation meets
specifications, IDL/DEQ will provide documentation of final approval.

Operations

e Vehicular access to the site should be controlled by means of fences, gates, or other
types of barriers as appropriate. Signs should be posted to emphasize restricted access.
Periodic inspection and maintenance of access control structures will be needed to
ensure effectiveness.

e Access by heavy equipment should be limited to only those times when active mining
and reclamation activities are underway.

e Crushers, asphalt batch plants, and concrete plants should be operated only in areas
well away from exposed gravels and ground water. "Baghouse" dust collection systems
are preferred for use with mixing plants. However, if "wet" or pond scrub systems are to



be utilized, they must be in lined areas well away from exposed gravels and ground
water.

e Berms, ditches, etc. must be constructed as appropriate to divert surface water run-
on/run-off around the mining area.

e Fueling and equipment service/maintenance/storage should be staged in areas well
away from exposed gravels and ground water.

e Fuel storage facilities should be placed in bermed areas with HDPE liners well away from
exposed gravels and ground water.

e A spill prevention control and countermeasure (SPCC) plan should be implemented on
each occasion that mining or reclamation activities are conducted. The plan should
specify the maximum response time for spill clean up.

e Portable toilet facilities should be located well away from exposed gravels and ground
water.

Environmental Monitoring

Under certain circumstances, such as mining below the ground water table, monitoring of surface water
and ground water may be necessary.



General Recommendations

The following comments are generally applicable to land development projects or other land use activities
with the potential to cause impacts to ground water, air quality or surface water. DEQ provides this guidance
in lieu of more site-specific comments when information regarding the land use proposal is limited.

Engineering

DEQ recommends consolidation of drinking water and/or wastewater services wherever feasible especially in
areas where ground water used for public drinking water supplies is potentially impacted. DEQ considers the
following alternatives generally more protective of ground water resources than using individual well and
septic systems for each lot, and we recommend that the county require the developer to investigate the
following options:

e Provide either a centralized, community drinking water or centralized community wastewater
system or both, or

e Connect each lot to an existing community drinking water system or to an existing community
wastewater system or both.

In accordance with Idaho Code 39-118, construction plans & specifications prepared by a professional
engineer are required for DEQ review and approval prior to construction if the proposed development is to
be served by either a community drinking water or sewer system. DEQ requires that a water system serving
10 or more connections is constructed and operated in compliance with IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for
Public Drinking Water Systems.”

Air Quality

New emission sources are generally required to follow applicable regulations for permitting or exempting
new sources. These are outlined in the Rules for the control of Air Pollution in Idaho.

Of particular concern is IDAPA 58.01.01.200-228 which establishes uniform procedures and requirements for
the issuance of “Permits to Construct”.

Sections 58.01.01.220-223 specifically may be used by owners or operators to exempt certain sources from
the requirements to obtain a permit to construct.

Land development projects are generally required to follow applicable regulations outlined in the Rules for
the control of Air Pollution in Idaho. Of particular concern is IDAPA 58.01.01.650 and 651 Rules for Control of
Fugitive Dust.

Section 650 states, “The purpose of sections 650 through 651 is to require that all reasonable precautions be
taken to prevent the generation of fugitive dust.”

Section 651 states “All reasonable precautions shall be taken to prevent particulate matter from becoming
airborne. In determining what is reasonable, consideration will be given to factors such as the proximity of
dust emitting operations to human habitations and/or activities and atmospheric conditions which might
affect the movement of particulate matter. Some of the reasonable precautions may include, but are not
limited to, the following:
01. Use of Water or Chemicals. Use, where practical, of water or chemicals for control of dust in the
demolition of existing building or structures, construction operations, the grading of roads, or the
clearing of land.

02. Application of Dust Suppressants. Application, where practical of asphalt, oil, water, or suitable
chemicals to, or covering of dirt roads, materials stockpiles, and other surfaces which can create
dust.



03. Use of Control Equipment. Installation and use, where practical, of hoods, fans and fabric filters
or equivalent systems to enclose and vent the handling of dusty materials. Adequate containment
methods should be employed during sandblasting or other operations.

04. Covering of Trucks. Covering, when practical, open bodied trucks transporting materials likely to
give rise to airborne dusts.

05. Paving. Paving of roadways and their maintenance in a clean condition, where practical.

06. Removal of Materials. Prompt removal of earth or other stored materials from streets, where
practical.”

Surface Water Quality

Land disturbance activities associated with development (i.e. - road building, stream crossings, land clearing)
have the potential to impact water quality and riparian habitat.

If this project will ultimately disturb one or more acres and there is a possibility of discharging stormwater or
site dewatering water to Surface Waters of the United States, the operator may need to submit a Notice of
Intent (NOI) for coverage under the Idaho Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (IPDES) 2022 Construction
General Permit (CGP). NOlIs can be submitted via the IPDES E-Permitting System
(https.//www2.deq.idaho.gov/water/IPDES/). The 2022 IPDES CGP requires a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP), implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce the sediment and
other pollutants discharged and requires regular site inspections by persons trained and knowledgeable
about erosion, sediment control, and pollution prevention.

Site contractors should remove equipment and machinery from the vicinity of the waterway to an upland
location prior to any refueling, repair, or maintenance. After construction is completed, disturbed riparian
areas should be re-vegetated.

Waste Management - Hazardous Material - Petroleum Storage

With the increasing population in southeast Idaho, to ensure sufficient solid waste capacity and service
availability. It is recommended that subdivision developers be instructed to contact the appropriate solid
waste collection provider and landfill for solid waste disposal coordination.

Accidental surface spills of hazardous material products and petroleum hydrocarbon products (i.e., fuel, oil,
and other chemicals) are most associated with the transportation and delivery to work sites or facilities. The
following Idaho, storage, release, reporting and corrective action regulations may be applicable:

e Hazardous and Deleterious Material Storage IDAPA 58.01.02.800

Hazardous Material Spills, IDAPA 58.01.02.850

Rules and Standards for Hazardous Waste IDAPA 58.01.05

Petroleum Release Reporting, Investigation and Confirmation IDAPA 58.01.02 .851
Petroleum Release Response and Corrective Action IDAPA 58.01.02.852

Please note, The Idaho Release, Reporting and Corrective Action Regulations, IDAPA 58.01.02.851; require
notification within 24 hours of any spill of petroleum product greater than 25 gallons and notification for the
release of lesser amounts if they cannot be cleaned up within twenty-four (24) hours. The cleanup
requirements for petroleum are also contained in these regulations.

For reporting requirements of hazardous substances please see Idaho Statute Title 39 Chapter 7, Hazardous
Substance Emergency Response Act including section 39-7108 Notification of Release is Required.
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